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  9:00 AM  Briefing Among Commissioners - Discuss Induvial Weekly Meetings & Schedule 7 
  9:30 AM Discussion – Health Care Integration Meeting – Senator Parlette, MCOS, BHO, Providers 8 
11:30 AM Public Hearing – Supplemental Appropriation – Current Expense - Juvenile & Central Services 9 
11:40 AM Public Hearing – Supplemental Appropriation – Fair 10 
  1:30 PM Update – Planning – Perry Huston 11 
  4:00 PM 2018 Budget Work Session - Fairgrounds 12 
  4:45 PM Public Hearing - Supplemental Appropriation – Noxious Weed 13 
  4:50 PM Public Hearing - Supplemental Appropriation - Maintenance 14 

 15 
The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on September 11, 2017, 16 
Chairman Commissioner Jim DeTro, Commissioner Chris Branch, Commissioner Andy Hover 17 
and Laleña Johns, Clerk of the Board present.  18 
 19 
Commissioners convened the board at 9:00 a.m. 20 

 21 

Briefing Among Commissioners - Discuss Induvial Weekly Meetings & Schedule 22 

The Clerk of the Board provided resolution 156-2017 regarding the prosecutor’s salary.  23 

Commissioners discussed the resolution to understand what they are required to do. The RCW 24 

and the Board’s meeting minutes of July 10, 2017 were read.  Commissioners wish to know 25 

what amount it is being increased from. The board would like to discuss this with HR later today. 26 

 27 

Discussion – Health Care Integration – Senator Parlette, MCOS, BHO, Providers 28 

Those in attendance signed in as they came through the door. 29 

 30 

George Thornton, member of the public taking notes. 31 

 32 

Commissioner DeTro welcomed everyone. He asked Senator Parlette to summarize the 33 

purpose of the meeting and deferred to Commissioner Branch too as he has been very involved 34 

with the healthcare integration details.  35 

 36 

Introductions were made. NC Community Accountable Health, Al Fisher Mid Valley hospital, Jim 37 

Novelli OBHC, Partnerships options Okanogan Housing Authority Nancy Nash Mendez, 38 

member of MCO, Molina Health Care, Amerigroup, Coordinated Care. Confluence Health, and 39 

Dr. Doug Wilson Tonasket.  40 

 41 

 42 

Commissioner Branch explained there is still a lot to learn about integration and how all the 43 

moving parts will fit together into one system. Senator Parlette will help us vet out some of the 44 

concerns and we want to see how the providers see the system working for them.  45 

 46 
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Senator Parlette explained who the Managed Care Organizations were for Okanogan County. 47 

This past week the commissioners received a letter explaining that Okanogan County does not 48 

need to decide to be a mid-adopter until November 1, 2017. The Board decides where the 49 

incentive funds go.  50 

 51 

The Spokane area has asked for an extension for mid adopter status which would extend their 52 

deadline to October 18 if granted and would be the final date for their letter.  Isabelle Jones 53 

stated they will get an extension; however a final decision has not been made yet. Spokane 54 

County also sent in questions with their extension request which need to be answered.  55 

 56 

Commissioner Branch thought members of the ACH would have a better understanding of the 57 

issues at hand and asked for comments from them. 58 

 59 

The process was explained for mid adopters. Frequent meetings have taken place in order for 60 

the process to go smoothly although Okanogan County was not part of that conversation. 61 

Chrystal said an early warning system would identify gaps during the beginning. There will 62 

certainly be IT issues and those would be taken care of in addition to the EHR systems, rates 63 

work group for rate setting, customer engagement work groups, with MCO participating at all 64 

meetings. Commissioner Branch stated Chelan, Douglas, and Grant counties already decided 65 

to be mid adopters. Senator Parlette explained some reasons why. Those county 66 

commissioners did not want to be in the mental health business and the providers felt the whole 67 

person care was the right direction to go.  68 

 69 

OBHC explained what happens to a patient who is referred. A Medicaid patient can only be 70 

served by a clinic that is served by the Spokane BHO and must have an assessment. It has 71 

been a barrier especially for those with greater needs. OBHC feels they could provide more 72 

access to behavior health care if we were not part of the Spokane County BHO.  73 

 74 

Ms. Jones explained this is because of the administrative and financial systems.  The managed 75 

care plans are only paid to provide lower levels of mental health and when higher level of 76 

mental healthcare meets that higher threshold it switches to another program. What changes is 77 

that OBHC would be able to then treat those patients. OBHC is hoping Okanogan County will go 78 

for mid adopter. 79 

 80 

Mr. Novelli explained OBHC sees people who are not generally seen in clinics.  There are not 81 

many severe and persistent populations. Crisis situations were discussed and OBHC does see 82 

those people if necessary and they do get assessed. Schools are covered now and they are 83 

providing some of that assistance but what he is concerned about most is if Okanogan County 84 

does go mid adopter is that we won’t have access to those crisis beds that just opened up for 85 

Spokane BHO. The question of where to send people will be a harder decision to make as beds 86 

closest would not be available. We are caught in between. Senator Parlette explained in 2014 87 

legislature passed a bill that would change the rate section, but that takes time.  88 

 89 
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Commissioner Hover asked if it is the rate Medicare will pay providers for their services. Ms. 90 

Jones replied there is leverage on the provider’s side. There was an issue when the contract for 91 

another population is not in the same place as the patient. If being a mid-adopter eliminates that 92 

situation then we need to look at that and determine who is paying for what. Commissioner 93 

Branch explained there had to be solutions and being part of the mid adopter included getting 94 

things rolling. It combines funding for both mental and physical care. There are many 95 

circumstances that reflect on the community such as the homeless people living along the river 96 

banks in junk cars or broken down travel trailers or under bridges. Medications can change their 97 

lives and that must be addressed in the medical provider’s scope in how they deal with those 98 

populations. He doesn’t understand it all, but wonders what happens to those people in the 99 

system.  A collective effort needs to be in place to solve those issues. The commissioners need 100 

the best guidance available to help the community.  101 

 102 

Commissioner Hover explained there are three aspects he thinks about: the business aspect, 103 

the clinical care and capacity aspect versus helping crisis people and what we are going to do if 104 

there aren’t enough services for the need. Then, third, how will it affect the jail population that is 105 

very high. How will the incentive dollars help what is that going to do for us business wise, 106 

capacity wise for crisis and what is it going to do for us for those in the jail. Will it allow us to 107 

have beds here for those in crisis with local healthcare providers making the decision?  108 

 109 

Commissioner Branch stated his issues are based on geography and he calls it the alignment of 110 

healthcare and business. It makes sense to go with Chelan, Douglas and Grant counties as 111 

those make sense geographically opposed to a system in Spokane where there is no 112 

transportation systems from here to there.  113 

 114 

Commissioner DeTro said he heard a crisis bed in our area costs $100,000 of capital 115 

investment. Is that true? The mid adopter money is not enough to satisfy the need for crisis 116 

patients. No one has addressed the veterans. They are treated differently and the VA has 117 

different rules and security. Do we have a crisis vehicle that comes to the legacy in Tonasket, 118 

has anyone reached out them? The Family Health Center is part of the Choice program. It is an 119 

exciting possibility for integration in our county and a seamless transition for that population. 120 

Building capacity would address those crises situations and transport out of the area is not the 121 

best solution for those patients. What possibility is there for funding for stabilization for low level 122 

need all the way up to the highest level of need? It is in the upper acute care that there is no 123 

capacity here. Senator Parlette explained there has been conversation about what plans 124 

changed but there wasn’t a deeper conversation about funding for that. It would be helpful to 125 

hear about network adequacy and those issues. How does Spokane area BHO deny people 126 

when state funding is there. Someone must answer that. Ms. Jones explained it becomes a 127 

non-issue if Spokane becomes a mid-adopter in 2018.  Mr. Novelli explained what he is being 128 

told about Spokane Behavioral Health Organizations (BHO) if Okanogan County is not aligned 129 

with them there will be a gap. The bridge contracts that would fill the gap were discussed.  130 

 131 

Commissioner Hover asked to hear more about network adequacy.  Whitney for Molina 132 

explained that bridge period when bridge contracts would be necessary.  Network adequacy 133 
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brings nervousness because of the unknown changes that generate questions. From Molina’s 134 

perspective, they would try not to disrupt the current systems. They want to learn from the 135 

MCO’s and do not want to disrupt the flow of money.  136 

 137 

Ruth with Coordinated Care said there is also continuity of care that will need to be replicated to 138 

make reasonable attempts with providers to cover those services. They have to be able to hit 139 

80% adequacy and must meet adequacy standards for noncritical too.  140 

 141 

Ms. Nash-Mendez stated she would like the group to answer the three questions of 142 

Commissioner Hover. She also asked what happens if we do not go with the mid adopter 143 

between now and 2020? Mr. Novelli asked about incarcerated measures. Ms. Jones stated that 144 

measure showed improvements. Commissioner Hover asked if there is a pot of money tied to 145 

counties in the behavior health system that may go with them if they move. Any reserve the 146 

BHO has goes back to the state. Ms. Jones stated yes each county has some reserves, and the 147 

BHO is entering into agreements to spend down those funds beforehand. Any funds that remain 148 

unspent with the BHO’s must be returned. The Medicaid dollars must be spent on Medicaid 149 

services, however state funds are more flexible. There isn’t a pot of money that can be used on 150 

capital investments. Commissioner Branch called the question on spending down funds and 151 

whether that would mean an increase in services. Ms. Jones said if Okanogan County stays 152 

with Spokane BHO, Okanogan County would need to have a spend down plan to use up its 153 

reserves.  154 

 155 

AT 11:00 a.m., Commissioner Hover explained be would like to be emailed any follow-up 156 

information, but right now he has to exit to attend union negotiations. The group began to 157 

disperse. 158 

 159 

Public Hearing – Supplemental Appropriation – Current Expense - Juvenile & Central 160 

Services 161 

Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing up for staff and public testimony, seeing no one he 162 

closed the hearing to staff and public and opened up for commissioner discussion.  163 

 164 

Motion Resolution 151-2017 Supplemental Appropriation Juvenile and Central Services 165 

Commissioner Branch moved to approve resolution 151-2017 a supplemental appropriation in 166 

the amount of $46,657 within the Current Expense Juvenile and Central Services budgets. 167 

Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  168 

 169 

Public Hearing – Supplemental Appropriation – Fair 170 

Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing up for staff and public testimony, seeing no one he 171 

closed the hearing to staff and public and opened up for commissioner discussion.  172 

 173 

Motion Resolution 152-2017 Supplemental Appropriation Fair 174 

Commissioner Branch moved to approve resolution 152-2017 a supplemental appropriation 175 

within the Fair Budget in the amount of $2,225. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion 176 

carried.  177 
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 178 

Update – Planning – Perry Huston 179 

David Gecas, Perry Huston, Char Schumacher, Anna Lyon, Mr. And Mrs. Ford Waterstrat and 180 

someone else. 181 

 182 

Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing up. The recorder was turned on.  183 

Director Huston explained today is the Lake Management District Continued hearing. The map 184 

discussion was about those agricultural properties near the lake. The map showed which 185 

properties were secondary and which were primary. Commissioner Hover discussed a couple 186 

things he has heard about the map in that not everyone would be assessed even if they had a 187 

direct benefit from the lake. Commissioner DeTro asked how the boundaries would be 188 

designated. All properties within the boundaries should be benefited if included. 189 

 190 

Direct Huston explained the board must identify the boundaries or instruct him as to how and 191 

what to include. The creation of the map was based on a list of properties submitted by the 192 

proponent and it came out as part primary and part secondary. Access was not verified by the 193 

map creators. Commissioner Hover asked if there was a list of all parcels to be included and 194 

would it not be prudent to send out a questionnaire to those on the lake to confirm access to 195 

lake. Mr. Waterstrat explained there were some properties left off the map that were primary 196 

owners as there were only 204 and there should be 272. There were some properties that didn’t 197 

make sense as they were on the east side of Hwy 97 with no access to the lake. There are four 198 

lots near the lake without access but did have access through community access point. The 199 

access has to be verifiable access. Eastside properties also do not have direct access. Access 200 

must be cleared up. Commissioner Branch asked if there was consideration to the agriculture 201 

lands in that those properties could be converted to development land. Mr. Waterstrat said yes 202 

there was a discussion about it for orchards on the lake that it should be written in the rules that 203 

should the property be converted to urban lands that the assessment would become effective.  204 

 205 

Commissioner Hover explained his concerns. #1 how is the Water District board formed and 206 

asked who the members are, and how that works. #2 how does agriculture and irrigation have a 207 

say about what goes on. It was noted that Global Gap may or may not be an issue as they send 208 

out and ask for specific tests on specific areas. If herbicides are accidently applied, get sucked 209 

into intake pump, and disbursed overhead on a crop, which could be a problem. The organics 210 

are more strictly monitored and those people could lose their certification for 3-5 years. These 211 

issues were not addressed with the ag people. Herbicide application to a body of water for both 212 

ground and overhead crops were not considered. He believes it is an excellent idea to control 213 

milfoil but there have been things that come to light that need to be considered before enacting 214 

something like this.  215 

 216 

Commissioner DeTro asked how many irrigators use overhead sprinklers. Mr. ?? stated there 217 

are quite a few. Those who have honey crisp and some other varieties use overhead to cool the 218 

crop down to prevent sunburn. Pears use overhead sprinklers to wash over the pear psilla.   219 

 220 
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Director Huston replied, the LMD would be managed by the Board of Commissioners but the 221 

Board could appoint an advisory board to be their eyes and ears on the ground and facilitate 222 

communication and oversight. RCW 43.110.030  223 

 224 

Mr. Waterstrat further discussed strict rules must be followed when spraying near irrigation 225 

pumps. There are also formulations of herbicides that can be considered to minimize harm to ag 226 

growers.  227 

 228 

Director Huston explained there are three things: 1. finalize the map, 2. How will it be managed, 229 

and 3. Placing it on the ballot. Commissioner Hover explained there are many parcels who wish 230 

to be removed which would make it hard to meet the $185,000 cost. Commissioner Hover 231 

asked if everyone knows how to be excluded. Was the proper process created to find out who 232 

has access and who does not? Commissioner Branch said there is an issue with those who do 233 

not intend to have any involvement with the lake that are considered primary and secondary 234 

properties. He asked about the Commission being the authority and whether the advisory 235 

committee would receive proposals for changes and additions which would then go the 236 

commission Commissioner Branch also asked about dilution of herbicides and how those 237 

chemicals are tested and what other chemicals could be detected to show what the lake is 238 

doing. He wants the district set up so there could be additional benefits.  239 

 240 

Anna Lyon explained the water testing and what is included in those tests.  241 

 242 

Director Huston discussed how he would meet the commissioners concerns. He discussed the 243 

mailer would provide additional information about primary and secondary access to the lake. 244 

Commissioner Hover wants to be transparent about it and to provide all considerations with 245 

proper time and analysis.  246 

 247 

Mr. Waterstrat stated if only the primary properties on the lake were included in the boundaries, 248 

the district would receive the required amount needed.  249 

 250 

Commissioner Branch explained there is more to lake management districts than just managing 251 

milfoil. The strategy doesn’t have to be set on how to treat the milfoil. The district could have 252 

some other tasks that are not as simple as just getting chemicals on the lake, such as the bigger 253 

question about impacts to agriculture and agriculture impacts on the lake.  254 

 255 

Ms. Lyon explained the markets chemicals are changing all the time. What was used ten years 256 

ago is no longer used. She further explained the issues with milfoil hybredation and it has 257 

shown up in five different lakes and ecology is on the fence with the controls and it is becoming 258 

harder to kill than the Eurasian variety. Invasive mussels are also going to be a problem if found 259 

here in great numbers.  260 

 261 

 262 

Commissioner Branch stated the plan should be flexible enough to adapt. There are also other 263 

public access areas that are not on private properties that people put their boats in at. There are 264 
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people around the state that use the lake that are not primary or secondary property owners. 265 

We should be looking at it at a bigger scale. More information is needed such as who are really 266 

the beneficiaries, how are they benefiting and what their concerns are and list them out. 267 

Commissioner DeTro believes the advisory committee will have a very active roll. 268 

 269 

Director Huston suggested finalizing the map in order to get the names for the mailer. The 270 

primary properties should be considered for the map. 271 

 272 

Commissioner Branch would like the discussion to be less about the assessment and more 273 

about the benefits.  274 

 275 

Motion Remand Lake Management District Proposal to Staff 276 

Commissioner Branch moved to remand the Lake Management District issue back to staff for 277 

more research on beneficiaries and map refinement and development of management 278 

strategies. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried.  279 

 280 

Commissioner DeTro closed the hearing at 2:35 p.m. the recorder was turned off.  281 

 282 

Motion Executive Session RCW 42.30.110 (1)(i) 283 

Commissioner Branch moved to go into executive session at 2:35 p.m. for 30 minutes inviting 284 

Attorney David Gecas and Perry Huston to discuss legal matters to which the county may be a 285 

party. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  286 

 287 

Executive session ended at 3:05 p.m. no decisions were made.  288 

 289 

Director Huston asked the board to discuss how they Board wished to proceed with the 290 

Cannabis Advisory Committee membership. He said Brad Skelton was a final name for none 291 

industry representation for the list in addition to the three identified already as Andi Ervin, Keith 292 

Kissler, and George Zittel. Director Huston provided his memo again and the list of names for 293 

commissioners to select the eight member committee from.  Commissioner DeTro would like to 294 

move ahead to appoint the committee. 295 

 296 

The commissioners suggested the non-industry members were Andi Ervin, Keith Kissler, Brad 297 

Skelton, and George Zittel  298 

 299 

The industry folk were not suggested however Director Huston will draw up additional 300 

information for those selections. 301 

 302 

Planning Update 303 

Char Schumacher presented a Mylar for Big Time Beach long plat alteration 2015-2. She 304 

explained it is a 1.88 acre parcel creating two lots which will be connected to Oroville city sewer 305 

and water. Commissioner Branch stated when these types of developments happen in the 306 

county it creates many new smaller sewer lines every time instead of creating one mainline to 307 

serve an urban development area. The developer should pay for the main line. Commissioner 308 



Commissioners Proceedings September 11, 2017                                             Page 8 of 10 

 

Branch suggested that a sewer plan be established. Director Huston stated these two lots would 309 

require hook up to the Eastlake sewer.  310 

 311 

There is a pending sale of one of the lots, but we are not required to deliver the Mylar by a 312 

certain time. Commissioner Branch would like there to be a discussion about the sewer system 313 

situation with the city of Oroville first before approving the long plat. Director Huston will have a 314 

discussion with Rod Noel Public Works Director for the City of Oroville and report back to the 315 

commissioners.  316 

 317 

Motion Tonasket Ems District  318 

Commissioner Hover moved to adjourn as the BOCC and reconvene as the Tonasket EMS 319 

District. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried. 320 

Commissioner Branch moved to approve the Voucher certification and authorized the Tonasket 321 

EMS District vouchers to be paid in the amount of $567.55. Motion was seconded, all were in 322 

favor, motion carried. 323 

 324 

The Life Line is prepared to take responsibility for the upgrades of the EMS building in 325 

Tonasket. So we are back to the approach for heightened payments to Life Line until the levy 326 

decision comes up.  The City of Tonasket is still at issue with the sale of the property with their 327 

first right of reversion the county signed in the original sale agreement. With the new city 328 

administration things could be handled differently. Life Line is prepared to pump any amount of 329 

money into the building to get the repairs done. We are putting money into the facility by paying 330 

them a higher amount for the upgrades. There will be no direct line as they will be responsible 331 

for whatever needs to be done.  332 

 333 

Commissioner Hover moved to adjourn as the BOCC and reconvene as the Tonasket EMS 334 

District. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried. 335 

 336 

A memo was issued for the Voluntary Stewardship Program and it appears the projected 337 

2017/2018 budget will need to be revised and the work group membership updated. Director 338 

Huston explained why. (memo attached) Director Huston will attend the meeting. 339 

 340 

Director Huston explained he received a referral as his office staff was a point contact for the 341 

Census department for the 2020 census. The auditor’s office also referred the Census to him 342 

due to the department’s ability to map. If the county assumes some responsibility then the cities 343 

do not have to participate individually.  344 

 345 

2018 Budget Work Session – Fairgrounds 346 

Treasurer Leah McCormack, Finance Manager Cari Hall 347 

 348 

Treasurer McCormack explained the Fair revenues receipts were approximately $75,000. There 349 

appeared to be quite a few freebies allowed on the north end, however. The advisory committee 350 

appeared to be letting people in for free at the North Gate which of course reduced revenues.  351 
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 352 

The commissioners reviewed the Fairgrounds 2018 budget and expected projected revenues 353 

line by line.  354 

 355 

The time for the temporary staffing was tracked and will be billed to the fair so those costs will 356 

be invoiced to the fair this year.  The board was not able to get through the entire budget before 357 

the next item of business.  Ms. Hall asked the board to email her if they wanted to consider 358 

different numbers and she would input for next time.  359 

 360 

Public Hearing - Supplemental Appropriation – Noxious Weed 361 

Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing up to staff and public. Seeing Anna Lyon, Noxious 362 

Weed office manager and Larry Hudson, he asked for comments. Ms. Lyon stated these are 363 

carryover funds from grant work time that was billed out and received was not budgeted for 364 

expenditure. The increase in her salary is also accounted for in this supplemental as well as the 365 

capital outlay expenses for purchase of an ATV to be able to get into state and federal lands.  366 

 367 

Commissioner DeTro closed to staff and opened to public, seeing no public, public time was 368 

closed and opened to commissioner discussion. Commissioner Hover asked about the cell 369 

phone line item. Ms. Lyon explained the increase is for phones that allow her staff to use an all 370 

in one service with GPS, phone and tablet uses. They have eight of those.  371 

 372 

Motion Resolution 153-2017 Noxious Weed 373 

Commissioner Branch moved to approve resolution 153-2017 a supplemental appropriation 374 

within the noxious weed fund in the amount of $66,753. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, 375 

motion carried.  376 

 377 

Public Hearing - Supplemental Appropriation - Maintenance 378 

Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing up to staff and public comment. The Clerk of the 379 

Board explained this supplemental covers the cost of filling the custodian position and various 380 

other expense such as increased utility costs. 381 

 382 

Motion Resolution 154-2017 Supplemental Appropriation 383 

Commissioner Branch moved to approve resolution 154-2017 a supplemental appropriation for 384 

Current Expense Maintenance Dept. in the amount of $55,470. Motion was seconded, all were 385 

in favor, motion carried.  386 

 387 

Director Huston updated the board on the Yakima Nation stating they did not wish to provide 388 

comment, but they would like to meet with the commissioners. Commissioner Hover stated they 389 

have not gotten back to him after he left various messages with several people about the 390 

situation. A secondary meeting has still not been confirmed.  391 

 392 

Draft resolution 156-2017 regarding the Prosecutor Salary was discussed with Tanya Craig and 393 

Debi Hilts present to answer BOCC question about the statutory requirements of the county. 394 

The 2008 level was $3709. Statutorily we are compliant with the current salary paid. We have 395 
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stayed above the 2008 rate. However the gap is getting bigger and bigger when the state raises 396 

their share, explained Ms. Hilts. Commissioner Hover asked if the state keeps raising the rate 397 

does that raise our mandated amount. We must change the salary by the same rate of increase 398 

that state contributed and that should be passed on. The disparity may be mandated by the 399 

state down the road.  The prosecutor’s salary was staying the same across the years and was 400 

never increased when the state increased their contribution. Ms. Craig asked Ms. Hilts to adjust 401 

the resolution to reflect the county contribution and the state portion of the increase. Ms. Hilts 402 

stated when she polled other counties they split right down the middle. Commissioner Branch 403 

stated if the state contributes an amount it is up to each county as to what it can afford to 404 

contribute based on the states increase.  405 

 406 

Commissioners adjourned for the day at 5:00 p.m. 407 

 408 


